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The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

1. Answer the following questions : 1×15

(a) Mention any one archaeological source of ancient Indian history.

(b) Mention the name of a Mesolithic site of ancient India.

(c) Which Neolithic site of the subcontinent has the first archaeological evidence of cotton cultivation?

(d) Where was the Great Granary of the Harappan civilization located?

(e) Name one non-Indian civilization contemporary to the Harappan civilization.

(f) Why were the Vedas called the ‘Shrutis’?

(g) The largest number of hymns in the Rig Veda are devoted to which God?

(h) Which river has been termed the ‘Naditama’ in the Rig Veda?

(i) Name one exponent of the Ajivika religion.

(j) Who was the twenty-fourth Tirthankara according to the Jain tradition?

(k) Write the name of the first capital of the Magadhan empire.
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(l) Which dynasty did king Ajatasatru belong to?

(m) Who propounded the ‘Ashtangika Marga’?

(n) In which language was the ‘Tripitaka’ written?

(o) Where did Gautama Buddha attain Nirvana?

2. Answer any four questions (250 words) : 5×4

(a) Distinguish between History and Itihasa.

(b) Discuss the importance of the Chinese literary sources for the understanding of the ancient Indian
history.

(c) Discuss the main characteristic features of the Paleolithic age in India.

(d) Write a note on the religious system of the Harappan civilization.

(e) Write a short note on the ‘Chaturashrama’ System of the Vedic age.

(f) What was the characteristic feature of the Painted Grey Ware?

(g) Why is Buddhism called a Protestant religion?

(h) Write a short note on the main teachings of Jainism.

3. Answer any three questions (500 words) : 10×3

(a) Discuss the importance of archaeological sources in reconstructing the history of ancient India.

(b) Give an account of the various Neolithic sites of the subcontinent.

(c) Discuss the main causes of the decline of the Harappan civilization.

(d) Analyse the Aryan problem.

(e) In what ways did the political condition in the later Vedic period differ from the Rig Vedic period?

(f) Discuss the geographical and economic factors behind the rise of the Magadhan empire.


